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REMARKS 

Claims i-45 are. pending in r.h<-? iiisLdnt application. Clfiiitis 
3 3-37 have .^jeen withdrawn from considerar.ion by the h:xaminer and 
aub.seqnent- ly canct^ltid without prejudice by Applicant.':, in this 
rimnndinent . Appiicints re^e^rve the right to f i.l^ a divi£ii.orial 
application to the canceled subject lucitter- 

Clai[n-:i 1-17, 19, 22, 25-32 and 3S-A5 have been rejected under 
3b U.S.C. f.- 103(a) and/cr 3:3 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph. 

However, claims 18, ?.C r ^1. 23 and 24 have been acknowledged 
to be allowable as the Examiner states; that there no prior art 
Lhat teaches or 3i:gccijts a method of screening the nucleic acid 
stabiliLy by meaiiuring chanqeb' in FRT donor or acceptor intensity. 
Claims 18, 20, 21, 23 and 24 are objected to, however, a3 being 
dependent upcni a rejected bai;y claim- 
Accordingly, m an earnest effort to advance the pro^secutlon 
of thiis ca-E-e, Applicants have cance-ed all pending claims and added 
new claim 4 6-4 9 drawn to L^ubject matter of clciiiiis IS, 20, 21, 2 3, 
and 24 acknowledged by the Examiner to be allowable. Specifically, 
clams <16 49 are drawn to methods wherein nucleic acid dupio: 
stability is dcLcrfrined by measuring cbariqe:^ ir: ~~T donor or 
acc'jptox intensity C"" a nucleic acid duplex labeled with a donor 
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cind an acceptor ol the FET pair in the presence of a target nucleic 
AC? c] ijtrand. Support Lor these cJaimti is provided throughout Llie 
spcoi fi. cation and in particulcir in ciaims IS, 20-21 and 2 3-24, now 
canc(i:i^id. Thus, no new matter is added by those amencUiients - 

Applicant.^ bo 1.1 eve the amendments to the claims overcome aii 
peniiii'j rejecLlons and that the foregoing comprises a full and 

complete response to the Office Action of record. Accordingly, 

favorable reccnsiderat ion and subsequent allowance of pending 

claims 46-49 is earnestly solicited. 
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Ke^ipectfully submitted. 
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